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TEAMWORK AND DETERMINATION: 
A SUCCESSFUL MISSION TO GUATEMALA

The patient screening area was the
quietest ever in Antigua, Guatemala. In
an area that is usually bustling with
family and friends of hopeful patients,
now hopeful patients sat alone,
worried that they had no one to share
their fate with. Would they be eligible
for surgery? The pandemic cast its
shadow on all that were gathered. Now
it wasn’t just a matter of their need of
a knee replacement, but they had to
pass COVID screening to even be
considered for surgery. They would
have to pass again 24 hours before
their operation. There was no question
about wearing a mask...



Each one of them was masked, 6 feet apart, and diligently washing and sanitizing their hands.
The friendly smiles of the Operation Walk team were hidden behind masks, but our eyes were
shining with kindness and hope that each patient would be selected.

This mission presented additional challenges for our team. Team members who were not
vaccinated were dropped from the mission. Not only to protect the patients, but to protect
other team members as well.  We scrambled to get COVID tested within 72 hours of
departure, then got organized to test again before returning to the U.S., concerned about the
safety of our families and colleagues.

With a minimal team of 40 people, we safely operated 34 total knee replacements over a 3
day period. We had restrictions on how many patients could be on the post-op ward at once.
The patients knew this and were up walking within hours of surgery, ready to go home the
next day in order to open a bed for another post-op patient. The cooperation and teamwork
was amazing. Our team was incredibly brave, heading out to do their work during the
pandemic, on patients who had waited 2 additional years to get their operation. These efforts
showed us that Operation Walk is sorely needed and that our team members are will ing to
work around the "new normal." Viruses are not going away, nor are they going to stop us
from doing the charitable work that we do. We have found a safe way to provide care and to
improve the quality of l ife for others.

The entire time we were working, it was like Dr. Larry Dorr was there with us. He was always
so brave and positive. Many team members said they expected him to walk around the corner
at any time! That was not to be, but we carried on his legacy and will continue his work.

Please stay tuned for more highlights, patient, and team member stories from Guatemala in
newsletters and social media updates to come. You can follow our social media using the links
below.

Dr. William Long points to Dr. Lawrence Dorr's name on the wall of contributors
at Hospital Obras del Santo Hermano Pedro in Guatemala

Vivienne Uytana, PT guides a patient
in knee exercises
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On September 8th, 2021 we held
our first in-person gathering since
the Covid-19 pandemic started. It
was a beautiful outdoor luncheon
hosted by Board Members Dr.
Terre Osterkamp and Marilyn
Dorr at Annandale Golf Club. We
welcomed many new faces! Our
generous group of Angels brought
guests, who we hoped would be
inspired by our mission.

Dr. John Kumar, Co-lead Surgeon
of Operation Walk Los Angeles,
presented a slideshow on our
Guatemala medical mission and
reminded donors of the direct 
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2021 ANGELS' LUNCHEON

impact donations have in the lives of the patients we operate. Attendees also heard a
moving speech by Board Member Jil l  Baffert, in which she highlighted the life-changing
experience of undergoing a joint replacement surgery and regaining mobility. It was an
afternoon full of hope for the future of Operation Walk, and gratitude for being able to
gather safely again.

Guests at the 2021 Angels' Luncheon

A special thank you to the 22 new Angels who
joined or renewed their Angel membership for
2021! Thanks to our 59 Angels, we raised
$149,000 for our next mission. It is not too late
to become an Angel. You can stil l  make your
$1,000 tax-deductible Angel donation by
clicking the link below or by call ing (424) 558-
8076.

Jill Baffert speaking at the Angels' Luncheon

Dr. John Kumar presents at the Angels' Luncheon
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RUNNING FOR OPERATION WALK
Congratulations to Operation Walk supporter Dr. John Dougall,  who came in place #287
out of 900 at the Big Cottonwood Canyon Marathon  on September 11th, 2021. Dr.
Dougall ran with Dr. Dorr in mind, and raised over $3,000 for Operation Walk via his Go
Fund Me campaign. He writes:

"As a tribute to Dr. Dorr (who sadly passed in late 2020), and to hundreds of amazing
professionals who generously provide their time and expertise free of charge, I ’m going to run
the Big Cottonwood Canyon Marathon on 9/11 and invite donations to Operation Walk. I  never
ran regularly before the Covid-19 pandemic and those 26.2 miles are going to hurt, but not as
much as mill ions of people with joint disease hurt every day. Covid has curtailed the efforts of
Operation Walk to help those people and when travel resumes, there wil l  be more in need than
ever. 

If  I  can raise $2,620 by Running for Operation Walk, all  I  need to do is persuade 10 people to
do the same next year—and then for each of them to persuade another 10!

It 's been my privilege and pleasure to work with founders and participants from many of the
amazing Operation Walk teams, including Dr. Dorr." 

John Dougall running in the Big Cottonwood
Canyon Marathon

John Dougall runs 26.2 miles for Operation Walk
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FROM THE RACETRACK TO CENTRAL: HOW YOUR DONATIONS HELP OUR TEAM

GUATEMALA STORIES

One of the biggest hits during the Guatemala mission were the goggles that Angel Jil l
Baffert donated to us. These goggles are used to prevent mud and debris from getting into
the eyes of jockeys while running a horse race. On Operation Walk, they were used by the
Central team who wash and process used surgical instruments. The elastic strap that holds
the goggles in place was sturdy and kept the goggles from slipping. The Central crew
thought they were excellent. They did not fog up, slip, or allow water or debris to splash
into their eyes. Thanks so much Jil l ,  for helping keep our team safe!

REMEMBER ROGELIO?
Remember Rogelio? He is the Crooked Man from
Dr. Dorr’s book "The Crooked Man, his Doctor
and his Angel." Rogelio took an 11 hour bus ride
from his home in the mountains of Guatemala to
come and visit the team that changed his l ife for
the better. We were able to present him with
the book that was written by Dr. Dorr and
drawn by artist Gayle Garner Roski, and then
had to tell him the sad news of their passing last
year. 

After a few tears were shed, Rogelio met
Basilio, another man with 2 crooked knees much
like his old ones. He spent some time talking to
Basilio, tell ing him of his experience and how
frightened he was. He told the man "Just do
what they tell you, and you will be fine."
Everything comes full circle when a healed
patient encourages a potential patient. It is a
gift to us to be able to see the good our work
has done. Thanks to Rogelio for making the long
trip to show us his progress and gratitude!

Martha Linehan, PA, Guatemalan Central Staff, and Dr. David Bindelglass wearing the goggles donated by Jill Baffert

Jeri Ward gives Rogelio the book "The Crooked Man"

Left: Rogelio before his surgery in 2017
Right: Rogelio meets Basilio, 2021
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WAREHOUSE CLEANING DAY

We will be remembering and honoring the legacy of Dr.
Lawrence Dorr on Saturday,  November 6th. The memorial
program will be livestreamed on the Operation Walk
website at:

 www.operationwalk.org

The program will begin at 1:30 PM Pacific Time. If you
would like to attend in person, please RSVP by calling 424-
558-8076 or emailing Alejandra Castillo: alejandra
@operation walk.org Thank you for your support of this
special event to honor Dr. Lawrence Dorr. 

DR. DORR'S CELEBRATION OF LIFE

OTHER UPDATES

We are beyond grateful to the 16 volunteers who spent their Saturday morning helping us
clean and organize the Operation Walk warehouse on September 11, 2021. These
volunteers were up bright and early and within four hours, our team had safely disposed of
expired medical supplies and repacked, labeled, and took inventory of remaining supplies.
Thank you to the following volunteers for kindly donating their time:

Julie Anderson
Molly Anderson

Alejandra Castillo
Marilu Gonzalez

Stacy Kelso
Dr. John Kumar
Shelly Kumar
Trish Lindsey
Phil Lindsey

Brian Marshall
Matt Sandusky

Mary Ellen Sieben
Jim Sieben

Vivienne Uytana
Jeri Ward

Sharron Whiteley
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d r .  M a x i n e  A n d e r s o n

J u l i e  A n d e r s o n

c a t h e r i n e  a s c h e r

J i l l  B a f f e r t

A v a  B a l d w i n

B e a t r i c e  B e n n e t t

D e n i s e  B o t s f o r d

S o n j a  B u s h

C a r e n  C a m e r o n

d r .  M i r i a m  C a m e r o n

d e b r a  c a r r e o n

W i n i f r e d  C r o w l e y

M a r i o n  D a r l i n g

S a l l y  D o l l

M a r i l y n  D o r r

M e g a n  D r a k e

K i m  A n n  E v a n s

L i n d a  E v a n s

S u s a n  f l a n a g a n

L i s a  F u j i m o t o - Y a m a g u c h i

2021 Angels

C i n d y  G i l b e r t

K a t h l e e n  G o o d w i n

P a t s y  G r a n t

J e a n  E .  H i d e - C o h e n

C e c e  H o r n e

M a u r e e n  H o s p

M e l i s s a  H o t c h k i n

S t a c y  K e l s o

S h e l l y  K u m a r

T r i c i a  T .  L i n d s e y

K a t h e r i n e  L i n k

D i a n e  L i n k

O l i v i a  R o s e  L o p e z

C h r i s t i n e  M a d s e n

D i e r d r e  M O F F A T  B r e w e r

U r s u l a  M o o r e

T h e r e s a  M u r p h y

J u d Y  N o r t o n

C o n c h i t a  O ' K a n e

Jill Baffert

Pat Barkley

Denise Botsford

Louise Bryson

Kathy Cadarette

Barbara Carlsberg

Nancy Sheinbein

Bonnie Thomas

Andrea Van de Kamp

Carolyn Wagner

Jeri Ward

Nina Winterbottom

Barbara Casey

Jinny Dalbeck

Arlene Deter

Marilyn Dorr

Susan Flanagan

Gayle Garner Roski

Susi Gertmenian

Cindy Gilbert

Kathy Goodwin

Phyllis Hennigan

Jean Hide-Cohen

Cindy Hogan

Missy (Melissa) Hotchkin

Joanne Kozberg

Debbie Lanni

Shelly Lowe

Linda Maggard

Carolyn Miller

Caroline Nahas

Conchita O'Kane

Nancy Robinson Van Tuyle

Doris Sarkisian

Diane Saunders

Linda Seiter

as of October 1st, 2021

D R .  T e r r e  O s t e r k a m p

P a u l a  E .  P a u l u s

N a n  R a e

G l o r i a  R a y a

F e l i c i a  R e n t y

C h r i s t y  B .  R o e b e r

R e o n  R o s k i

D i a n e  S a u n d e r s

M a r y  E l l e n  S i e b e n

D R .  A n e e s a h  S m i t h

M a r l a  S m i t h

J u l i e  A .  S t a r n e s

N o r a  S z e c h y

N a n c y  E .  T a m n y

S H I R L E Y  A N N  V E R K E R K E

C a m i  W a r d

J e r i  W a r d

M a r y  M a r g a r e t  W e s t

N i n a  W i n t e r b o t t o m

A n i t a  Y a g j i a n

Founding Angels


